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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to a telephonic conversation with Richard V. Wells (Reg. No. 53.757) on 11/15/04 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-6 and 8-10 (renumbered as 1-8) . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to a telephonic conversation with Richard V. 
Wells (Reg. No. 53,757) on 1 1/15/04. 

The pending claims are 1 , 3-6, and 8-16. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Richard V. Wells (Reg. No. 53,757) on 11/15/04. 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 

Last line in claim 1 , delete [querying the associated aggregated fact tables 
comprising the aggregated facts.], and insert - - "querying the associated aggregated 
fact tables of the selected particular star, wherein the associated aggregated fact tables 
comprise the aggregated facts."- 

Last line in claim 6, delete [querying the associated aggregated fact tables 
comprising the aggregated facts.], and insert - - "querying the associated aggregated 
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fact tables of the selected particular star, wherein the associated aggregated fact tables 
comprise the aggregated facts." - 

Cancel claims 11-16. 

5. The pending claims are now 1 , 3-6, and 8-10. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1, 3-6, and 8-10 are allowed. 

Reason For Indicating Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 and 6 identify the distinct features, "providing a flag with at least one 
star of the plurality of stars, each flag indicating the availability of its associated star, 
selecting a stargroup associated with the measure, the stargroup comprising one or 
more stars, comparing one or more dimensions indicators of the one or more stars of 
the selected stargroup to one or more requested levels of aggregation, evaluating the 
availability of the one or more stars of the selected stargroup by reviewing their 
associated flags, selecting a particular star of the one or more stars based on the 
comparison of the one or more dimension indicators to the one or more requested 
levels of aggregation and the evaluation of the availability of the one or more stars, and 
querying the associated aggregated fact tables of the selected particular star, wherein 
the associated aggregated fact tables comprise the aggregated facts" are not taught or 
suggested by the prior art made of records. The closest prior art, Weissman et al. (U.S. 
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Patent No. 6,212,515) disclosing a star schema with fact tables and dimension tables 
for a data analysis, fails to suggest the claimed limitations as mentioned above in 
combination with other claimed elements. The above features in conjunction with all 
other limitations of the dependent and independent claims 1 , 3-6, and 8-16 are here by 
allowed. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joon H. Hwang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4036. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00(M~F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9306 for regular communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




